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Brian Pohanka on “When History Meets Hollywood”

by Barbara Hughett

Taday, for better or worse—and usoally for worse—
millions of people et what little they know about history
through filme shown in theaters and on television, Do
these filmmakers have a duty to “get it right” when it
comes to higtorical accoracy? Will they ever get it right?
Do any of these “Hollrwood™ types really care to get it
right?

Brian Pohanks will attempt to answer some of
these questions when he addresses The Bound Table on
September 11, Having served as historical consnltant for
anumber of films and a5 a reenactor, extra, and tramner
pn otherz, he iz particularly gealified to speak on this
topie. Pohanka was a researcher and writer on the staff
of Time-Lafe Books from 1978-1958. For the past ten
years, he has been a freelance researcher and writer and
historical eonsultant for various book, photosraphy, and
film projects. Seme of these productions—such as
*Glory"—wrere critically acelaimed, while others (sueh as
*Gettysburg”), though flawed, have helped tospark inter-
est in the Civil War. Pobanka's credits alse inchode the
TV minizeries, “Morth and South™, “Gore Vidals Lin-
coln™: “Semmershy™ and, most recently, "The Day Lin-
coln Was Shot"—like “Gettysburg,” a project of Ted Turmer
Productione.

Hollywood and the entertainment industry have
the poweer to inspire or to trivialize the subjects on which
they forns. It iz Pohanka's belief that, though it 15 often
frustrating, it i better for historians to attempt to work
with Hollyerood, rather than to iznore it. The Glme will
be made in any case, “Perhaps,” he says, “by striving to
ret history more right than wrong, we can at least retain
gome historical inteprity while bringing history to 2
wider andience who may never,
otherwize, be exposed toit.” In
his presentation, he will dis-
coss some of these films, with
behind-the-scenes stories of
what transpired on the set. The
program will be illustrated
with slides.

Brian Pohanks received
his bachelors degree, curm
{guds, from Dickenson College
in Carlisle, Pennsylvania.
Among books he haswrittenor
co-written are [istant Thun-
dir: A Protegraphic Ezsay on
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TUnion League Cloh

55 West Jackson Boulevard

Cocktaile at 5:30 p.m. Dinner at 6:30 p.m

435 - The Civil War Round Table of Chicage members
230 - Nonmembers

Entres:  Grilled Chicken with Mushrooms and
Tarragzon or Cateh of the Day

E Please Note

Make vour reservation by Wednesday, Seplember &, by
c—a]_]jng'Regj,atra_rEam]c Lq:ﬂlnich:M'I-EﬂBrldﬂS.FeupiE
wha attend witheut having made a reservation will pay a
35 walk-in charge. If you make a peservation and then
find yvou cannot atfend please call to cancel or voo will be
hilled for & dinner. Mo last-minute orders for the
Catch of the Day can be honored. The chefl musi
have at least twenty-four hours notice.

The Union League Clab iz lecated at the corner of
Jackson Boulevard and Federal Street. Fedoral Street
runsnorth and south beteeen Dearhorn and Clark Streats.

Parking is available at the (reneral Parking it just
zouth of the Union Leagae Club, at the rate of $8 per car
if you park betwen the hours of 4:30-10:30 p.m. I you da
not get your ticket validated or park heyond the hours
listed, you most pay the foll amount.

the American Civil War (1985); Custer's Field (1987}, and
Fighting for Time: The Battle of Monoegey (1985), He has
writien numerous articles and iz a repular contributor to
several national Civil War magazines. He participated in
archaeological survews of the CustenLittle Biz Homn
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The Fifteenth Annual Midwest Civil War Collec-
tors Show will take place on Saturday, September 19,
from B30 am. till 4:30 p.m. at the DuPage County Fair-
orounds, 2015 Manchester Road, Wheaton. For informa-
tion, eall Robert (Hawkeye) Nowak at 773-538-8432.

BATTLEFIELD PRESERVATION
 UFDATE +r

by Mary Munszell Abros

Renewal of “ISTEA™ Yields Potential Millions for
Battleficlds: Congressional reauthorization of the
Intermods] Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1851
{ISTEA} in late May has the potential to support futare
battlefield preservation efforts with substantial funding.
As reparted in this eolomn in November 1997, ISTEA was
a federal program that charged any state administering
federal highway fonds to use ten percent of the allotment
for transportation enhancement activities within the state
The new Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century
(TEA-21} authorizes the expenditure of $217 billion over
a six-year period on public works projects (e.g., highway
and bridge rehabilitationimprovement) threughout the
United States.

The promise of TEA-21 in the realm of battlefield
presarvation rests in its provision for financing transpor-
tation enhansement ventures: many of the projects per-
mitted under the legislation can immediately advance
preservation interests. Such undertakings include (bat
arenot limited to) the acquisition of scenic casements and
scenichistoric sites; preservation, renovation, and opersa-
tion of historic transportation structures and facilities
{e.g. railroads and canals in battlefield vicnity); regula-
tinn and removal of oetdoor advertising; and archacologi-
cal planning and study. It is projected that TEA-21 will
provide about $630 million yearly in transportation en-
haneement monies—an increase of aboat 47 pereent over
the ameunt generated by ISTEA.

In addition, the new enactment authorizes spend-
ing for individual projects that benefit Civil War sites and
strustores in Richmeond and the Shenandoah Valley: (1}
&1 million in 1999 to rehabilitate the Tredegar Iren
Waorks, which will become the new visitor center for
Richmond Mational Battlefield Park; and $500,000 aver
the coming two vears to support the work of the
Shenandoah Valley Battlefields Mational Historic Dis-
trict Commission, whose respensibility is development of
a plan to preserve and interpret ten Valley battlafields.

Cooperation Supports Preservation at Pilot Enob:
Earlier this year, the collaboration of several public- and
private-sector crganizations regulted in preserving forty
acres of Missouri's Pilot Knob battlefield and appending
the tract to the state historic site at Fort Davidson, which
was central to the September 1864 battle of Pilot Knob.
Warking together in this exemplary endeaver were the
Conservation Fund, Cheil War Trust, Gilder Foundation,
Missouri Department of Natural Resources, and Iron
County Committes to Preserve and Protect Pilot Enob
Battlefield. Grassroots suppert from the St. Louis Civil
War Round Table and Areadia Valley Chamber of Com-
merce also figured in the project’s suecess. For informa-
tion, contact the Conservation Fund, 18500 North Kent
Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22209, 703-683-2996.
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Former President Marshall Erolick and Trostee
Frank Patton, will address the Union Leagus Clhab Cawil
War Bgund Table luncheon on Monday, September 28
The topic iz U5, Grant: Bpotsylvanta Courthouss through
Cold Harbor,” Luneh iz served st noon. The cost is $15. For
reservations call 312-435-5000.
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% JUNE MEETING ¥

by Larry Gibbs

Om.June 12, John Michael Priest nddressed 104 members
and guests atthe 5T2nd regular meeting of The Civil War
Round Table on the subject of “Into the Fight: Pickett's
Charge at Gettysburg,” He iz the author of eleven hooks
on the Civil War, including one with the same title as this
speech. Ahigh school U.5. histery teacherin Hagerstown,
Maryland, Priest demongtrated his teaching skills with
an interesting and challenging presentation. His contro-
wersial conclusions reassess previousky-held beliefs about
the most famous charge in American history—Pickett’s
Charge at Gettyshurg.

Concerning the third day of the Battle of Gettysburg
{July &, 1863), Priest asked an obvious question, "What
could be simpler than 15,000 Rebel soldiars marching
across an open Held to get slaughtered? A subsequent
fquestion was, "Why wasnt Confederate morale crushed
by the horrendous repulse of Pickett's Charge™ Priest
hypathesized that far fewer than 11,500 Rebels crossed
the Emmitsburg Boad than previowsly thought, thus
resulting in fewer casualties. These conclusions were
based on Priest's research of the two foot frontage per
soldier, changes in terrain sines July 2, 1863, and anee-
dotal evidence,

Friest claimed thers were inconsistencies in some
mape which show a zigzag movement of Confederate
troops a5 the approached the Ermmitsbarg Road. In adds-
tion, he argmed that not enowgh space existed to confine
11,506) men. He estimated that the acteal number of
Confederates participating in Pickett’s Charge was closer
to 6,000 than the previously acknowledzed 11 500.

The terrain at the site has changed since 18535: the
stone wall in front of the copse of trees—the “high water
mark for the Confederacy”—was higher then, with a rail
rider on top of it. “A hellow is gene where Geosrpe Pigkelt
wis during the battle. ™ he noted. *A draingee ditch of two
to three foet deep existed on the ecastern side of
Emmitshurg Road, but it does not exist today.” The creelk
bottom of Plum Run was deeper in 1863 than at present.

Civil War enthosiasts have often conjectured that
the amazing statistic about Pickett’s Charge was that the
casmalty rate was relatively low, considering the ex.
tremely intenss fire from Union artillery and rifles com-
ing from three sides, Priest addressed this issue a=z well
as the question of the morale of the Army of Northern
Virginia. He hypothesized that many Rebels in the thres
divisions of Pickett, Pettigrew, and Trimble neversrossed
the Emmitshurg Road. These troops, he said, either did
notseriously advance with their regiments or ther headed
back to Spangler’s Wonds as soon as possible on am
individual basis. If only 6,000 Rebel soldiers actoally
attacked, this would explain the fewer nomber of casoal-
ties than would be anticipated. Ta illustrate this, Priest
stated, “At the far left flank of the Kebel line, Colonel
John Brockenbrough's brigade did not approach the
Emmitsburg Road during the attack and these units had
a very low cazually rate,”

Priest dees not condemn the Confederates who did
not: charge with their fellow soldiers. He elaimed, “T
cannot fanlt thess eeldiers for making the decision to live
and fight another day. Civil War historians have found
little fanlt in the lack of valor by some Union seldiers at

the Battle of Cold Harbor, Why should some Confeder.
ates at Pickett's Charge be considered any differently?

In arriving at hiz conclusions, Priest evalpated
many eyewitness accounts. He cited aneedotal evidence
from Loe, Longstreat, Pickett, and their stoff members to
support these conclusions. For example, he zaid, *After
the battle, Longstreet reassured the distranght Pickett
that his division was not entirely lost as Pickett feared.
Longstreet told Piskett that Pickett would be able to find
an impressive number of his men.” Prisst indicated that
many survivors of the attack did not write abhout hiding
or retreating during the attack, but decided on dizeretion
over valor,

Inassessing the blame for the Confederate defeat at
Getiysburg, Priest proclaimed, “The attack was ulbi-
mately Robert E. Lee's responsibility. Les's corps com-

“mander, James Longstrest, shonld have cosrdingted the

charge much more than he did. However, the command-
ing Rebel generals did not take into account the chetaclos
of the fence lines.” Priest then asked a salient question
about the overall Rebel strategy on the third day af
Guitysburg. He asked, “Why did Les not have s diversion.
ary attack in order to deceive the Union command? With
no deception, the last great glorious charge of the Army
of Northern Virginia was doomed,”
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BRIAN POHANEA (continwed from poge 1)
Bartlefield in Montana in 1987 and 1989 and of the Big
Haole Battlefisld in Montana in 1991, He is a former
secretary of the Asseciation for the Preservation of Civil
War Sites; a member of the board of directors of the
Manassas Rattlefield Coalition and the Brandy Station
Foundation; and a member of the executive committes of
the Grant Monament Association. He last addressed this
Hound Table in Februssy 1995 when he spoke about
General George Armstrong Coster.

To honor the memory of Round Table
Founder Ralph G. Newman (see special
ingert), Lincoln College in Lincoln, Iliinois,
has ereated a professorship chair in Abraham
Lincoln and Civil War Studies. Donations to
The Falph Mewmin Chair wonld be apprec-
ated and may be sent to: The Halph Newman
Chair, Lincoln College, 300 Keokuk Strect,
Lincoln, Hlingis 62656,

For zdditional information, contact
Marvin Sanderman {847-520-3525) or Bar-
bara Hughett {T73-973-5822 or via e-mail
linbarb@@ac] eom). Thanlk vou

The Chicagoe Historical Society is hosting a day-
long Civil War Symposium on Friday, September 25
The topic is “The Experience and Meaning of Conflict in
the Civil War" Speakers will include Earl J. Hess. Ed-
ward Miller, Eric Diean, and Lawrence Hauptman, Ad-
miszion is 335 per person. For additional information,
call 312-542-5035, extension 272,
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The New Books

Compiled by C. Robert Douglas
; . i
o

Ladd_ David L. and Andrey J. Bachelder's History of the
Battie of Gettysburg, Morningside Bookshop, 1997,
H60.00,

Langellier, John P. Bludroats: The [1. 8. Army in the West
18481897 GresnhillPublications. 1995 Phic. §12.95,

Lezslie, Edward E. The Devll Knows How to Rude — The
Tree Story of Willtam Clarke Quenirill and hie
Confederate Raiders. Random House. 1996, $30.00.

Lindsley, Johm B. The Military Annals of Tennesses,
Confederate. Morningside Bockshop., 1996, 2 wols.
£75.04).

Livingston, Gary. Fields of Uray: The Bottle of
Griswoldeile, Georgia. Casson Press. 1996, $25.00.

Lowry, Don. Towards ar Indefinite Shore: The Final
Months of the Civil War, December 18648-Meay 1565,
Hippocrene Books. 1995, 535,00,

Luvaas, Jay; Bowman, Stephen; & Fullenkamp, Leonard,
eds. Guide fo the Battle of Shilok. U, Prezs of
Kansas. 1996, 529,95,

Marlow, Clavton C. Mol Rarsom, Confederate General
from North Caroling. MeFarland & Co. 1996_$24 50,

Martin, David J. The Shiloh Carpaign- Mareh-April
1862, Combined Books, 1996, 324.95.

Martin, Samuel J. “Kill-Capelry®, Sherman’s Merchant
of Terror: The Life of Union General Hugh Judzon
Kilpaerick. Associated U, Pregses. 1958 $458.50.

MeArthor, Judith M. and Burten, Ornlle V. A Gentleman
and an Officer — A Social and Militery History of
James A, Griffin's Civil War. Oxford U, Press. 1996
Pblk. $15.95.
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We recently learned of the death last spring of longtime
member and frequent battlefield tour eompanion Joe
Moore. Oor heartfelt condolences go to Joe's widow and
family.

The 18th K. Gerald McMurtry Lecture of The Lin-
coln Museum in Fort Wayne, Indiana will be pressentad
on September 19 at T30 p.m. The lecture will be given by
noted Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, and William
Herndon scholar Dr. Diouglas L. Wilson. His topic 1s
“Herndon’s Dilemma: Abraham Lineoln and the Privacy
Izane ™ For information, call Bob Jones, 215-455-3208.

Schimmelfennig Boutigue
The higtory of The Round Table, The Civil War Rowad Table.
Fifty Years of Schoigrship and Felfowskip, by Barbara
Hughett, is available for $30 per copy. Tou may purchags the
book at the monthly meeting or order it from Momningside
Boolkshop, 360 Onk Street, Dnyvton, Ohio 45401 (1-800-648-
G710 Add 200 for postage and handling,

In additson to The Reund Table histery and The Coatinu-
ing Crrdd War, the eggave [roon the Fiftisth Anniversary
Procesdings, the follewing fbems are available ateach monthly
meeting: Lapel pins, Mugs, Mesting Tapes, Civil War BualT
posters and T-Shirts, CWHT T-shirts, polos, and sweatshirts.

Proceeds from the sale of these items go to suppart the
pregraams of The Crnil War Bound Table

BULLETIN

FUTURE MEETINGS
Regular meetings are held at the Unien Leagne Club, 65
West Jackson Boulevard, the second Friday in each
month, exeept 2z noted.
September 11: Brian Pohanks on “When History Meets
Hollywood®
Ociober & Nevins-Freeman address: William C. {Jack)
Dravis on “Civil War Mythology”™

« November 13: Robert O'Neill on “The Federal Cavalry in

the Peninzula Campaign”

December 11: Paul Finkelman on “Lincoln, Emancipation,
and the Limits of Constitutional Change”

Jonwery 15, 1999 Marshall I, Erolick on "Council of
War: Meade and His Gensrals on July 2, 1863°
(This is the THIRD} Friday])

Februgry 12: Edwin C. Bearss, topic to be announced

March I2: Peter Cozzins, topic to be annonnced

April 8 Gary Gallagher, topic to be announced

My 14: Michael Andrus, topic ta be announeed

June 17:To be announced

CHANGES OF ADDRESS
James Brenmer, 5308 Mariners Drive, Plano, T2 75053
Terry Carr, 935 Daniel Drive, Bensenville, TL 60106
Jokhn Coulson, 41 BEnox Circle, Evanston, IL 60201
Dorothy and William Grice, 2468 W. Armitage, Chicago,
IL 60647
Alfred Levinson, 1470 Country=ide Drive, Buffalas Grove,
IL G00EY
Bing Cwens, 3912 N, Navarmo, #19-EK, Chicage, [L 60631
JeffReis, 1020 Pleasant View Hoad, Middleton, W1 D3562
MNorman Stevens, 20 Sterling Center, #103, Wheaton, 1L
G01ET
William and Sean Vinck, 4530 Hupp Cross, Eloomfield, MI
48361
Peter Voss, 35 W. Huron, £708, Chicago, IL 60610
Joehn Votaw, 603 E. Mlinois Steeet, Wheaton, IL 60LET
Crordon Whitney, 159 Parkview Dirive, Madison, INAT250
Susan and Joseph Wisehart, 302 Park Avenue, Grayslake,
LI, 60030
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The Thirteenth Annual Lincoln Colloguinm will e
held this year at Emox College in Galesburg, lilinagis, on
Friday and Saturday, September 25-26. The theme is “Lin-
caln and Liberty” and speakers will inelude Douglas L
Wilsan, Wilham C. Harris, Gerald J. Prokopowice, Michael
Burlingame, Jahn B Sellers, and Dawnd E. Long. Regiztra-
tion is §35 and inclodes 2 lunch on Saturday and refresh-
ments. The colloquinm is cosponsored by the Lincoln Na-
tional Home Hiztoric Site, the Lincoln Studies Center at
Knox College, The Lineoln Mueseum, Galesherg Arvea Con-
vention and Vistors Buormeaa, Ilinoks State Historical Soci-
ety, Knox Callege, Lincoln Groap of Tlinos, and the Guad-
City Civil War Round Table. For additional registration
information, call Dr. Rodney O, Davis at the Lincoln Studies
Center at Knox College, 309-341-7158 or via e-mail at

" rdaviz@lknox knosedu.




